






























































Walnut Grove Questers #1251 
) The Walnut Grove #1251 Questers October 
Tneeting was held atthe home of Dorothy Lage with 
12 members and one visitor present. 
| Phyliss Green reported on the Questers SE Area 
Day at the Holiday Inn in Davenport. Our group 
was all in attendance except for one member who 
vas on a tour. A special thank you was given to 
; Betty Spies and her helper, Betty Claussen, fortheir 
Part in the program, a seminar on vintage clothing. 
Ailso a special thank you to Bernice Meier for het jess 
display of wooden kitchenware. 
Dorothy Lage presented a very interesting pro- 
gram on her large collection of “Hummels.” 
Quester members brought some of their 
Hummels to share. There were only two that were 
identical. 
~The November meeting will be held at Pam 
Noll’s home. The program will be on Standard Oil 
advertising. Members are to share an advertising 
item for roll call. | 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 

The Walnut Grove #1251 Questers met on Nov. 
2, 1997, at the home of Pam Noll, with 12 members | 
and one guest present. Everyone brought an adver- | 
tising item for roll call. 1 

The group filed nomination papers for Phyllis 
Green for recording secretary in the State Questers 
organization. i 

Chairman Fae Harvey reported the annual Ter- 
race Hill Quester Tea is Monday, Dec. 8. There is 
a $7 charge and Fae has sign-up forms. 

Fae also had a letter regarding the International 
Quester Convention.in Des Moines on May 14-17, 
1999. Each chapter in the state is to donate some- 
thing. They need volunteers to hostess various 
events. 

International scholarships were discussed. We 
decided to donate to the International Scholarship 
Fund at Columbia and also to the Bronze Bell Fund 
at Iowa State Fairgrounds. 

Bernice Maier brought the historian’s book, 
which is filled, for us to look at. Fae gave Bernice 
a great thank-you for all time and work of putting 
this together. 

November 17 at 9:30 is clean-up and decorate 
day for Christmas of the Schaff Cabin at Walnut 
Grove. The Christmas Walk at Walnut Grove is 
Nov. 30 from 1-5. 

Pam Noll presented a program on Standard Oil, 
and told about the dominance ofJohn D. Rockfellow 
with the oil industry. Pam showed a lot of Standard 

“Oil advertising items and signs. She also has a 
collection of Handy Oilers. Pam also put together 
and showed us a program of the different red and 
white flame logos of Standard Oil on their com- 
puter along with background music. 

The next meeting will be Dec. 2 at the home of 
Bernice Maier. Program will be on Toy Rocking | 


\. 


Horses. Roll call willbeshareaChristmas memory. | 





Walnut Grove #1251 Questers 

The regular meeting ofthe WalnutGrove #1 251 
Questers was held Dec. 2, at the home of Bernice 
Meier. Thirteen members and two guests, Delia 
Kardel and her daughter, were present for the 
brunch. 

Vice-chairman Pam Noll called the meeting to 
Order. Everyone shared a Christmas memory for 
Toll call. Kathy Winters accepted the invitation to 
become a member of the group. 

Jeanette Keppy read a thank-you that Bob Lage 
Teceived from Carol Paull of the International 
Questers for a memorial to the Scholarship Fund in 
memory of fellow Quester Marlene Lage from 
Sherry Sparks, past international president from 

Towa City. 

Fae Harvey, Jean Staggs, Betty Spies, and Betty 
Claussen cleaned and decorated the Schaff Cabin at 
Walnut Grove for Christmas on Nov. 17. 

Bernice gave a program on toy rocking horses. 
She had some that were made of hair and covered 
with cloth, including one that was her father’s, from 
the early 19thcentury. The rest were made of wood, 
each one alittle different type of rocking horse. All 
of the horses sported red ribbons, whichmeans first . 
place in England. 

Jean Staggs reported on the Quester bus trip to 
the Czech & Slovak Museum & Library in Cedar 
Rapids, lowa. The exhibit “A Thousand Years of ; 
Czech Culture: Riches from.the National Museum 
in Prague” is on display through Dec. 31. She : 
showed us some of the souvenirs she purchased. # 

The next meeting will be held at the home of 
Betty Claussen on Jan. 6. The program will be on i 
$teamed pudding -forms. Roll call will be “my : 
favorite dessert.” ay 
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/Walnut Grove Questers 

The Walnut Grove Questers #1251 held their; 
regular meeting on Jan. 6 at the home of Betty, 
Claussen. Groten hans with different sauces was 
served, which coincided with our program on 
steamed pudding forms. 

President Fae Harvey called the meeting to: 
order. Fourteen members answered roll call, “My! 
favorite dessert.” Vera Hansen informed us that the 
program committee for next year is Dorothy Lage, 
Pam Noll, Jeanette Korthaus and the new vice- 
chairman. 3 

Fae Harvey reported on the Christmas Quester! 
Teajat Terrace Hall, which she attended. A grand-| 
son of the Hubbel family played the piano in the | 
music room. Mrs. Santa Claus was there and the | 
decorations were exceptional. She particularly liked 
the pine trees in old coffee pots. ft 

Betty Claussen presented the program on! 
steamed pudding forms. She showed many dif-' 
ferent types of pans and different ways to steam the 
pudding. She shared her recipe with us for groten 
hans, and told about how the recipes vary. 

The next meeting will be Feb. 3 at the home of 
Sandy Brus. The program will be on Greentown 
Glass. 











Waicott Grove Questers 

Whe regular meeting of the Walnut Grove 
Questers #1251 was held Feb. 3 at the home of 
Sandy Brus. Bernice Meier, pro-tem for president 
Fae:Harvey, called the meeting to order. Ten mem- 
bers were present, with guests Dick and Martha 
Miller from Kalona, Iowa. Each member gave 
memories of their best glass buy. 
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Whe regular meeting of the Walnut Grove 
Questers #1251 was held Feb. 3 at the home of 
Sandy Brus. Bernice Meier, pro-tem for president 
Fae:Harvey, called the meeting to order. Ten mem- 
bers were present, with guests Dick and Martha 
Miller from Kalona, Iowa. Each member gave 
memories of their best glass buy. 




















Wainut Grove Questers 
On April 21, Carolyn Moon hosted the regular 
Meeting of the Walnut Grove Questers #1251 inher 
new home, with Fae Harvey presiding. Fifteen 
Members answered roll call “Bring a Miniature 
Item.” Guests were Jo Mattke, Delia Meier and her 
two daughters. 
|__ Fae Harvey reported she received a check for 
“$58.65 for our share of the ‘SE Area Day money. 
Fae read the letter she wrote stating that we intend 
to donate this money toward windows for the 
German-American Heritage Center in Davenport. 
The program committee, Pam’ Noll, Sue Hill, 
Jeanette Korthaus, and Dorothy Lage, reported 
everyone has signed up with a program. Program ° 
books will be handed out at the next meeting. We 
iwere sorry to hear. that Pam Noll will be moving.to 
(Richmond, Va.,in June and will not be with us next - 
year. : 3 hy 
The nominating committee, Bernice Meier, 
‘Carolyn Moon:and Jean Staggs, reported the slate 
‘of officers nominated and accepted for the 1998-99 
year are: president - Betty Spies; vice-president - 
‘Susan Hill; treasurer - Carolyn Moon and secretary 
4- Betty Claussen. Installation will be at our next 
. Meeting. meg 
State Day was attended by Fae Harvey, Phyliss 
Green and Jean Staggs. Phyliss Green is the lowa 
State Questers new recording secretary. 
Carolyn Moon gave a very interesting program 
on antique dollhouse miniatures. She showed us 
isome of her doll house rooms and furniture, and the 
large display of rooms that they acquired which is 
on display at their truck stop in Joplin, Mo. 
Our next meeting is.at Jean Staggs on May 5. 
The program will be on steins. In the afternoon we 
will clean the Schaff log cabin at Walnut Grove. 





























































Jean Staggs hosted the May 5th 
meeting. After a delicious brunch 
and our regular meeting, she gave 
a program on "Steins". 

New officers were installed. 
They are President - Betty Spies, 
Vice-President - Sue Hill, 
Secretary - Betty Claussen, 
and Treasurer - Carolyn Moon. 
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‘iecorating for Christinas uv the <cLafi Log Cabir. 








WALNUT GROVE QUESTOR'S SPRING TRI 


8:00 am 
8:50 


9 - 9:30 
9:30 


10-11 
11 - 11:30 


11:45 - 1 pm 
4-1:15 
1:15 - 1:45 


1:45 - 2:15 
2:30 - 3:30 


3:30 - 4:30 


Leave for Princeton, IL 

(Possible restroom stop at rest area 
before exit) 

Covered Bridge, Brunch 

Group Picture & Lunch order 

Drive to Lovejoy Homestead 
Lovejoy Homestead tour, $2 

Drive by historic homes (See 
Architectural Heritage brochure) 


Lunch and antiquing at Sherwood Mall 
Drive to downtown area (Park behind 
Community Building/Chamber of 
Commerce) 

Hoffman's basement, Princeton Antique 
Center, Oak Leaf Mall 

Travel to Kewanee via Highway 6 and 34 
Tour Woodland Palace, $1 


Travel home 

Possible stops-— 

Johnson Sauk Trail State Recreation Area 
(drive by round barn near entrance) 
Anawan Antique Mall @ I-80 exit 

Geneseo Antique Mall 





Historic 
Francis Park 


4 miles East of 
Kewanee, Illinois on Route 34 





1661 North Main Street 
Princeton, IL 61356 


(815) 872-2580 


OPEN 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. EVERY DAY 
361 days 


_ We're easy to find from _ 
_ Interstate 80, Exit 56 — 
- 1/2 mile south on Route 26 


ANTIQUES & 





“WOODLAND PALACE” 


THIS WAS THE HOME OF FRED FRANCIS, |= | { 
INVENTOR AND INNOVATOR, ARTIST AND : : 
g'} POET. BORN NEAR KEWANEE IN 1856, HE | 
; | GRADUATED FROM THE ILLINOIS INDUSTRIAL .. 


UNIVERSITY, URBANA, IN 1878. WHILE 

NO CRAFTS OR REPRODUCTIONS THERE, HE WAS ONE OF THE DESIGNERS 
40,000 Sa. Ft aN. BULDERS OF THE “CLASS OF "78" 
CLOCK, NOW IN THE NORTH TOWER OF THE 

Z q- Saf {55 : _ |] ILLINI UNION. IN THIS HOME, WHICH HE 


All on one floor! 
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE © RESTROOMS 


Sherwood 
Antique Mall 
Princeton, IL 


BUILT, HE INCORPORATED MANY INNOVATIONS, 
INCLUDING A WATER PURIFICATION SYSTEM 
AND AIR CONDITIONING. FRANCIS DIED 
IN 1926 AND BEQUEATHEO THIS ESTATE TO 
THE CITY OF KEWANEE, TO BE MAINTAINED 
AS A CITY PARK AND MUSEUM. 








ERECTEO BY 
THE FRANCIS PARK FOUNDATION. THE CITY OF KEWANEE, 
ANO THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 1974 


Kaspbe rry| “Woodland Palace’ was declared a State Historic 


Site in 1974 and placed on the National Register 
Tea Koom of Historic Places in 1975. 





R,Open ll to 5 Dailyg 





P.O. Box 243 
Davenport, [A 52805-0243 





August 13, 1998 


Questors of Walnut Grove 
c/o Mrs. Bernice Meier 
4440 Royal Oaks Drive 
Davenport, IA 52806 


Dear Mrs. Meier, 


Please accept my personal thanks and the gratitude of the German American Heritage 
Center Board of Directors to the Questors of Walnut Grove for their generous support of the 
VOYAGE OF HOPE Capital Fund Raising program. 


Their gift on May 1, 1998, of $56.85 along with gifts of others, will provide the much- 
needed facility renovations for the Center to establish an immigrant museum, library archives, its 
meeting and program rooms, and a cultural center for our diverse community. 


We certify that these funds represent a gift to our organization with no return benefit 
being derived by you, the donor. Furthermore, this organization’s tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) status 
and its status as a “publicly supported organization” as described in sections 509 (a) (1) and 170 
(b) (1) (A) (vi) remains unchanged. Our IRS Employer Identification Number is 42-1424418. 


Commitments to the project now total more than $460,000 toward the $700,000 goal. 
Your financial support is important to the success of this important project. 


Again, we deeply appreciate the group’s commitment to this fund raising program which 
will make a significant difference culturally and educationally, as well as dramatically improve a 
major historical landmark and gateway to the west, second only to St. Louis. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Campaign Office at 322-8844. 


Sincerely, 


Scharlott Goettsch Blevins 
Administrator 
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" Walnut Grove Questers 

Lucia Frederichs hosted the October meeting 

of the Walnut Grove Questers #1 251 with alovely 

' brunch. Fifteen members answered roll call, A 
Summer Experience. Also present was the guest 
speaker, Mark Behrens of Moline, who is a mem- 
ber of a Davenport Questers couples group. 

Betty Spies, the new chairman, called the meet- 
ing to order. Phyliss Green has been installed as the 
new state recording secretary. She shared with us 
programs and decorations from the NE and SW 
Towa Quester Days. 

Carolyn Moon handed out membership cards. 
Bernice Meier gave a report on last year’s 

| historian’s book. Phyliss Green will be taking our 










book to SE Area Day in Fairfield. 

Thank-you letters were read from Pam Noll of. || § 
Midlothian, Va., a former Walnut Grove Quester, }} 
thanking us for the picture album, and from the | 
German-American Heritage Center thanking us for | 
our gift to their restoration fund. 

The Christmas Walk at Pioneer Village is Nov. | 
29. We will be cleaning and decorating the Schaff) 
log cabin on Nov. 23 at 9:30 a.m. ; 

The guest speaker, Mark Behrens, collects 
Sleepy Eye pottery and is a member of their club. 
He gave us the history and had pictures of Chief 
Sleepy Eye, a Sioux City from Mankota, Minn. 

She Hill will be the hostess for our next meeting 

_on Nov. 2. 
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Betty Spies and Phyllis Green are pleased with the 
Christmas tree. 
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Des Moines. 


December 7, 1998 - Quester Tea at Terrace Hill in 


| 
it 
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The January meeting of the Walnut Grove | 
Questers was hosted by Phyllis Green. Twelve | 
members answered roll call by showing the post- | 
card they received from their secret Quester mem- | 
ber and guessing who had sentit. Vera Hansen read 
a letter stie received from former Quester member 
Pam Noell who now lives in Virginia. 

Phyllis Green reported on the international con- 
vention in Des Moines. Our chapter is scheduled to 
be in charge of the Hospitality Room on Saturday, 
May 1S, from 7 to 8:30 a.m. Also on Saturday, our 
group needs to provide a centerpiece and hostess 
for the banquet with the theme of “Iowa Music.” 
Jeanette Korthaus and Phyllis Green will be in 
charge of the centerpiece, and Phyllis Green will be 
the hostess. : 

On Friday, May 14, at 1 p.m. is the tour of the 
Iowa Questers Glass Collection at the ISU/Brunnier 
Museum in Ames. There is a video available on the 
Questers’ signature piece, “The Golden Age of Art 
Glass.” Susan Hill was appointed to take care of 
acquiring this video for our next meeting. 

Phyllis Green introduced our guest: speaker, 
Virginia Mallicoat from the Annie Wittenmeyer 
Questers’ chapter. She has 4 very large collection 
of postcards. Phyllis Green passed out a folder “A 
Brief History of Postcards” to everyone. 

» Our February meeting will be held at the home 
of Fae Harvey with roll call “Share a Commemora- 
tive Plate.” 





Fwatnut Grove Questers #1251 
#) ~The Walnut Grove Questers held their February 
meeting at the home of Fae Harvey. Twelve mem- 
Fibers were present. During brunch we viewed:the 
video Susan Hill obtained;,“"The Golden Age of Art 
Glass” regarding the Iowa Questers Glass Collec- 
tion at the ISU/Brunnier Museum, as well as their 
permanent collection. Roll call was “‘Share'a Com- 
“;memorative Plate.” : 
‘| Carolyn Moon read a thank-you-she received 
* for our donation for restoration of the bronze bell at } 
'|the Iowa State Fairgrounds. Carolynalsoreminded {J 
_{us that she will start collecting membership dues at {¥ 
pjour next meeting. 
| Betty Spies announced our chapter’s commit- 4 
“tees for next year. Nominating committee - Fae fa 
Harvey, Dorothy Lage, and Jean Staggs. Program 
{ | committee - Sue Hill, Vera Hansen and Kathy 
| Winters. We will start next year with Jo Maatke as 
} /hostess. Everyone is to let the program committee 
i iknow what your program will be for next year. 
| Fae Harvey presented a very interesting pro- 
| gram on “White House China.” 
Our March meeting will be held at the home of 
Jeanette Korthaus, and the program will be on 
| Victorian Cemetery Symbolism. 


1 








+ Walnut Grove Questers #1241 
| The Walnut Grove Questers held its March 
| meeting at the home of Jeanette Korthaus. Twelve | 
' members answered roll call, “Share Easter Plans or | 
| Traditions.” Guests were Pat Drumm, Jolene | 
| Harvey, Velma Spies, and our guest speaker, Sue 
| Vogele. 
| Betty Spies informed us our group has been 
| picked to help host the 2000 Quester State Day 
ong with other area Quester groups. Kathy Win- 
# ters and Betty Spies will attend the first meeting to 
i help plan this State Day. This year’s State Day will 
| be April 10 at Storm Lake and features an antique 
| roadshow. 
| The nominating committee of Fae Harvey, 
‘Dorothy Lage and Jean Staggs presented the fol- 
|lowing list of officers for next year. President, 
| Betty Spies; vice president, Susan Hill; secretary, 
| Sandy Brus; and treasurer, Carolyn Moon. Phyllis 
Green will install the officers. Bernice Meier will 
+ be our historian again for next year. 
| We discussed getting the Schaff cabin in Wal- 
nut Grove ready for the spring tours, and decided on 
Monday morning, April 12, as clean-up day. 
Sue Vogele, from the Chippiannock Cemetery 
»in Rock Island, was our speaker on Victorian cem- 
' Jetery symbolism. On Aug. 14 from 10-11:30,Loren 
‘Horton will be at the cemetery for a walking tour of 
Victorian sites. On Sept. 11, from 1-3 is the Spoon 
River Re-enactment. 
} Our next meeting will be held at the home of 
Bernice Meier on April 6, and the program will be 
‘On copper. 














\Walnut Grove Questers 
| The April meeting of the Walnut Grove Questers 
Chapter #1251 was held at the home of Bernice 
Meier. Betty Spies called the meeting to order and 
soll call “Sharea Piece of Copper” was answered by 
11 members. 
| Phyllis Green, Betty Spies and Jean Staggs are 
planning on attending Quester State Day at Mason 
City. Betty Spies reported that next year’s Quester 
State Day will be held-in the Davenport area, and 
our chapter will be involved in the planning. 
| Phyllis Green cast an unanimous ballot for the 
slate of officers as presented by the nominating 
committee. President - Betty Spies, Vice-President 
+ Susan Hill, Secretary - Sandy Brus Evoy, and 
‘Treasurer - Carolyn Moon. Phyllis then installed 
the new officers for the 1999-2000 year. 
‘| Susan Hillis coordinating ourJunetrip this year 
to Dubuque on June 1. This willincludeatrolley car 
‘ride with time for sightseeing lunch, and antiqing. 
Bernice Meier’s program was on Antique Cop- 
iper. It was such a coincidence that Bernice had 
jheard the day before our meeting that Martha 
Stewart’ Ss program was going to be on antique 
\copper and she was having an authority on copper 
as a guest, So we watched the program. Bernice then 
ishowed her collection of copper and her newest 
gpiece. 
Our next meeting will be held at the home: of 
; ‘Dorothy Lage on May 4 and the Program will be 
about brass. -_ 
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State Day at Storm Lake, Iowa. 
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Our Chapter President - Betty Spies and 








State Recording Secretary - Phyllis Green 





Virginia Stutsman - Second Vice President 
Phyllis Green - State Recording Secretary 
Bertha Harten - State Historian 

Bev Siekman - Corresponding Secretary ig 
Nola Edwards - State President nt 
Lola Suckow - Past State President 
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The President's Reception at Terrace Hill 











Our spring clean-up day at the Schaff Cabin. 














-N special thank you to the Walnut 
Grove Questers for cleaning the Schaff 
Cabin every spring and fall. This:really 

) helps me out! Also a big thank you for 
applying for a grant to replace the 

! windows. We. will receive $500.00 to 
improve a part of the Village that we 

mm®* may never of had! sit 

~ ‘Thank You So Mueh! 
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Our Chapter President - Betty Spies and 








State Recording Secretary - Phyllis Green 





Virginia Stutsman - Second Vice President 
Phyllis Green - State Recording Secretary 
Bertha Harten - State Historian 

Bev Siekman - Corresponding Secretary ig 
Nola Edwards - State President nt 
Lola Suckow - Past State President 


‘ees nner 




















Jean Staggs, Phyllis Green, Sandy Evoy, Carolyn Moon, 
and Betty Spies at the 49th International Convention 
of The Questers May 14-17, 1999 in Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Jeanette Korthaus made centerpieces for several 


of the banquet tables. The antique pianos are from 
Kathy Winters' collection. 








Chuck Siekman, Virginia Stutsman, Second Vice-President 
and Phyllis Green, State Recording Secretary, at the 
International Convention. 
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Walnut Grove #1251 has been honored to have our 
first president, Phyllis Green, serve as State 
Recording Secretary. Her two year term expires 
in the year 2000. We know Phyllis is doing a 
superb job because her enthusiasm for life and 
her ready smile always brings out the best in 
people. She is a joy to all who know her. 
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Lois Newton - Past International President 
Lola Souckow - Past State President 
Elaine Estes - State First Vice-President 
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“Maxylin Smith 
2 Phyllis Green| 
A Board Meeting 2t 











Walnut Grove Chapter #1251 and a 
few members of Chapter #1229 went to 


The trolley car 


took us on a city tour. 


Dubuque on June l. 





NOE 


Our first stop was at St. Luke's United Methodist 
Church. St. Luke's is Iowa's oldest congregation, 
serving God and the community since 1833. 
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Three of the nine stained glass windows in St. Luke's 
sanctuary, created by Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-1933). 
Left to right: The Good Shepherd, The Ascension of Christ, 
The Angel of Victory. There are over 108 Tiffany windows 
in the church building. 
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We toured Eagle Po 








Lunch was at the Ryan House. 





Ryan House History 


The Ryan House was designed by the renowned Dubuque architect Fridolin Herr for William 
Andrew and constructed at 1375 Locust in 1873. Upon his return from the California gold fields 
in 1852 Andrew built a store at 484/488 Main Street. He and his partner, Alfred Tredway were 
wholesale dealers in hardware. As he prospered, Andrew became a stockholder and director of the 
Commercial National Bank. By fall of 1873, Andrew purchased the house he was living in and 
renting at 1175 Locust. This was the Bissell-Babbage-Andrew-McDonald House. The Bissell- 
Babbage-Andrew-McDonald House was one of the earliest and most elaborate examples of Gothic 
Revival architecture in Iowa. Designed by John F. Rague, it led the way for Dubuque's 
"gingerbread" architecture of the post Civil War period. 


Frederick E. Bissell built the house in 1857 but the nationwide panic and depression of that year 
forced him to sell it to R.A. Babbage who in turn sold it to William Andrew. It occupied half a 
block on Eleventh Street between Locust and Bluff Streets. The A.Y. McDonald family occupied 
the house for nearly twenty years, longer than any other owner. This exceptionally beautiful home 
was torn down to permit construction of the two Stout houses in the early 1890's. The two round 
windows seen in the gables are still in existence, in a house near Finley Hospital. 


R.A. Babbage owed the Commercial National Bank a lot of money and sold his house to cover the 
debt. William Andrew purchased the house because it was more elegant than the house he was 
building at 1375 Locust. 


In January 1874, he sold the Locust Street house he had built to John Thompson. John came to 
Dubuque in 1857 and in 1861 became a partner of L. D. Randall in the largest wholesale leather 
and saddlery hardware company west of the Mississippi River. Thompson had worked in the 
Grant Leather Store in Galena with A.E. Collins who was also a partner of Randall's. Through 
him the Ryan's also were friends of President Grant. 


After migrating from Virginia to Galena, Ilinois, William Ryan and his brother James expanded 
their pork packing business so they were able to supply pork to the Union Army during the Civil 
War. This contract was the basis of their fortunes. 


Civil War Gen. A.L. Chetlain, stresses the importance of the Grant connection in his memoirs: 
"William and James Ryan, early wholesale merchants in Galena, and later extensive 
pork packers in Dubuque and Galena, were men of much brain, force, clear-sighted in 
business affairs, enterprising and successful. William, the elder, was a friend of General 
Grant and conspicuously loyal to the Union during the Civil War." 

The Ryan brothers funded a predominately Irish Civil War company, called the Ryan Guards. 


John Thompson became the Civil War mayor of Dubuque and entertained U.S. Grant in his home 
both with private and public receptions and dinners. The biggest reception was in 1879 when 
Grant returned from his world tour and the City of Dubuque had a parade and ball in his honor. 
Most of the triumphal arches constructed for the big 1879 celebration were constructed by William 
Ryan and his son, William. The Thompson's residence was the parade's termination where Grant 
lunched, dined and received admirers. These Thompson meals and the reception were by 
invitation and though private, did not stop old army compatriots and the Germania Band from 
showing up outside to pay their respects. 

William M. Ryan also entertained Grant for dinner in 1880 at 1389 Locust, the Ryan House on the 
comer of Loras and Locust. 


Thompson lived in the house until 1885 when he moved to New York. William Ryan purchased it 
in February that year and in October had the house moved 16 feet south allowing more sunlight 
between the two buildings. The operation was done by Chicago house movers Hollingsworth and 
Coughlan, who took several weeks placing large beams a square foot in size underneath the house 
to support it. These were oiled smooth as glass with a combination of soft soap, tallows and oil. 
A large number of jack screws were used to push the house along the beams to the new foundation 
16 feet 8 inches to the south. The contractors gave a $20,000 bond to guarantee their work and 
were paid $5,000 for the job. The newspaper noted that the house was in perfect condition after 
e move. 


The William Ryan family built the comer house 1389 Locust in 1871. It was designed by Chicago 
architect Van Osdel and the newspapers described it as one of the finest private residences in the 
city costing between $15,000 and $20,000. They had just moved in when William's wife, Ann 
Dignan Ryan, died on March 25, 1872. She was 43 years old and had borne nine children: James 
A. (1854-58), John W. ( 1855-1872), Thomas J. (1857-1927), Arthur E. (1858-1876), S. 
Douglas (1861-1939), S. Mazzuchelli (1863-1864), William Jr. (1864-1899), Mary Imogene 
(1867- _), Ann Isabel (1869-1942). 


Four years after Ann died, William married Catherine Brown, the daughter of a successful 
Dubuque contractor. She was 23 years old, he was 57, a true June December relationship. At the 
time only five of the nine children had survived, ranging from age 18 to six. With Eugene and 
James A. born before 1880, Catherine managed the household with three Irish servants who were 
16, 21, and 22 years old. Over the next ten years, John A., Genevieve, Alice, and Helen were . 
born. The only one of William's children not living at home when he died in 1890 was Thomas 
(first family) who was working in Chicago. It was common to name another child after one who 
had passed away. Note the two John's and James A's. 


As early as 1873, the newspaper reported that William was selling the pork packing business to 
parties in New York and St. Louis "as he was decisive of selling to relieve himself from the cares 
of business." This didn't happen and at sometime before 1890 S. Douglas (first family) became 
the owner of the company and carried on until the plant burned down in 1896. 


On 23 July 1890, William and Catherine sold the corner house to Ann Isabel and Mary Imogene 
for $1.00 with love. At the same time they deeded the 1375 Locust Street Ryan House to 
Genevieve, Alice and Helen also for $1.00 with love. After William's death on September 1890, 
Catherine moved her young family to the 1375 Locust house which became the home place for all 
of her children except James A. (Marjorie Rose) and Genevieve (Bart Molo) who married. John 
died in 1918, Catherine in 1926, Eugene in 1944. The two girls lived alone until their deaths in the 
1960's. James A. came back sometime in the 1940's and lived there until he died in 1952. The 
others never married. Alice died in 1965, Helen died in 1966. James A.'s son James A. handled 
the estate, having the house and much of the contents sold at auction in 1967. The house was sold 
to Robert A. Sullivan for $15,000, about the same price Thompson paid for it in 1874. 


Sullivan/Ryan House Corporation: 


Sometime around 1910 Catherine redecorated the house. It appears at least in the hall and dining 
room that not much redecorating was done after Catherine's death in 1926. 


Certainly by the time Robert Sullivan purchased the house in 1967, some rooms needed to be 
redecorated, but Sullivan was sympathetic to the historic fabric of the front hall and oak dining 
room which he retained as it was. Robert Sullivan was an antique dealer and decorator. The 
furnishings, paintings and light fixtures in the house were Robert Sullivan's merchandise and were 
bought with the house by the Ryan House Corporation in 1969. The dining tables and chairs, 
kitchen and bar furnishings, belonged to Jim Bainbridge, one of the partners. 


Thompson lived in the house until 1885 when he moved to New York. William Ryan purchased it 
in February that year and in October had the house moved 16 feet south allowing more sunlight 
between the two buildings. The operation was done by Chicago house movers Hollingsworth and 
Coughlan, who took several weeks placing large beams a square foot in size underneath the house 
to support it. These were oiled smooth as glass with a combination of soft soap, tallows and oil. 

A large number of jack screws were used to push the house along the beams to the new foundation 
16 feet 8 inches to the south. The contractors gave a $20,000 bond to guarantee their work and 
were paid $5,000 for the job. The newspaper noted that the house was in perfect condition after 

e move. 


The William Ryan family built the comer house 1389 Locust in 1871. It was designed by Chicago 
architect Van Osdel and the newspapers described it as one of the finest private residences in the 
city costing between $15,000 and $20,000. They had just moved in when William's wife, Ann 
Dignan Ryan, died on March 25, 1872. She was 43 years old and had borne nine children: James 
A. (1854-58), John W. ( 1855-1872), Thomas J. (1857-1927), Arthur E. (1858-1876), S. 
Douglas (1861-1939), S. Mazzuchelli (1863-1864), William Jr. (1864-1899), Mary Imogene 
(1867- _), Ann Isabel (1869-1942). 


Four years after Ann died, William married Catherine Brown, the daughter of a successful 
Dubuque contractor. She was 23 years old, he was 57, a true June December relationship. At the 
time only five of the nine children had survived, ranging from age 18 to six. With Eugene and 
James A. born before 1880, Catherine managed the household with three Irish servants who were 
16, 21, and 22 years old. Over the next ten years, John A., Genevieve, Alice, and Helen were 
born. The only one of William's children not living at home when he died in 1890 was Thomas 
(first family) who was working in Chicago. It was common to name another child after one who 
had passed away. Note the two John's and James A's. 


As early as 1873, the newspaper reported that William was selling the pork packing business to 
parties in New York and St. Louis "as he was decisive of selling to relieve himself from the cares 
of business." This didn't happen and at sometime before 1890 S. Douglas (first family) became 
the owner of the company and carried on until the plant burned down in 1896. 


On 23 July 1890, William and Catherine sold the corner house to Ann Isabel and Mary Imogene 
for $1.00 with love. At the same time they deeded the 1375 Locust Street Ryan House to 
Genevieve, Alice and Helen also for $1.00 with love. After William's death on September 1890, 
Catherine moved her young family to the 1375 Locust house which became the home place for all 
of her children except James A. (Marjorie Rose) and Genevieve (Bart Molo) who married. John 
died in 1918, Catherine in 1926, Eugene in 1944. The two girls lived alone until their deaths in the 
1960's. James A. came back sometime in the 1940's and lived there until he died in 1952. The 
others never married. Alice died in 1965, Helen died in 1966. James A.'s son James A. handled 
the estate, having the house and much of the contents sold at auction in 1967. The house was sold 
to Robert A. Sullivan for $15,000, about the same price Thompson paid for it in 1874. 


Sullivan/Ryan House Corporation: 


Sometime around 1910 Catherine redecorated the house. It appears at least in the hall and dining 
room that not much redecorating was done after Catherine's death in 1926. 


Certainly by the time Robert Sullivan purchased the house in 1967, some rooms needed to be 
redecorated, but Sullivan was sympathetic to the historic fabric of the front hall and oak dining 
room which he retained as it was. Robert Sullivan was an antique dealer and decorator. The 
furnishings, paintings and light fixtures in the house were Robert Sullivan's merchandise and were 
bought with the house by the Ryan House Corporation in 1969. The dining tables and chairs, 
kitchen and bar furnishings, belonged to Jim Bainbridge, one of the partners. 


Transformation: 

When Jim Bainbridge opened his restaurant, the swimming pool [which had been put in when the 
John Deere Corp. leased the house] and the Ryan carriage house were torn down. The commercial 
kitchen and garden door and stairway were added in 1980. The first floor and second floor layout 
of rooms has not been changed. The third floor plan was changed quite a bit when it was ; 
remodeled for an apartment-probably by Jim Bainbridge. 


The dark oak Colonial Revival dining room set belonged to the Ryan's. The only original light 
fixtures are the gas lights in the upstairs hall (center and one before Catherine's room). There are 
not any Ryan paintings or china. According to the story about Robert Sullivan's restoration in the 
Towan (Winter of 1967-68): the hall, oak room and master bedroom drapes, the mirrors over the 
hall marble top pier table, and parlor mantle are original, at least to the last Ryan redecoration 
project. The rest of the furnishings were purchased from Sullivan by the Ryan House Corporation 
and added to as Bainbridge expanded his food business. 


The antiques were leftovers from Sullivan's antique and decorating business and fall into styles 
popular in the late 19th or first quarter of the 20th century. The parlor portraits of the man and 
woman on the north and south walls near the bay window are c. 1840. The portrait of English 
Queen Alexandria was displayed at the 1893 Chicago World's Fair. Mazie Peabody's portrait is in 
the front hall, and John T. Hancock's likeness is in the dining room, both Dubuquers that were in 
the Ryan's social circle. 


The Times: 


The inexorable drive to dominate the continent faltered only momentarily during the Civil War and 
quickly resumed in the late 1860's pushing Native Americans further westward and sustaining an 
emerging industrial nation. Between 1870 and 1890 the frontier disappeared and seven new states 
were admitted to the Union (Colorado, Montana, Idaho, Washington, the Dakotas, and 
Wyoming). The nation's population increased by 23 million to a total of 63 million. Dubuque's 
population from 1860 to 1880 tripled in size from 13,000 to 40,000. 


Railroads changed the living standards of most Americans by forging the links necessary for a 
national economy and mass market. Encouraged by the need to provision armies during the Civil 
War, companies founded by Philip Armour, Gail Bordon and the Ryan brothers grew quickly. 
The first refrigerated railroad cars appeared in 1870 making it possible within a decade to ship 
meat, fish, fresh fruits and vegetables across the country to the home "ice box." (A term coined 
around the year 1860). 


The Architecture: 


Men like Andrew and Ryan built houses that made a statement of power, fashion and money. Van 
Osdel's and Herr's designs for the two houses were basically a mansard roof capped with a tower 
grafted on an eclectic building which has Italianate brackets, a bay window and heavy stone Tudor 
style lintels and moldings. 


The local newspaper described the style of the two houses as French, because the style developed 
during the reign of Napoleon III. Its architectural definition is Second Empire, and its American 
nickname is "General Grant Style," because its use on public buildings peaked during Ulysses S. 
Grants' presidential term. Homes of this style conveyed a visable sign of commercial enterprise . 
and culture, were usually large, and rose three full stories. The tower capped with cast iron roof 
cresting completed the effect of grandeur. Although these two houses are asymmetrical, a 
characteristic feature, they are definitely elegant town houses not villa types as the layout of their 
floor plans confirm. 


The Interior: 


Entering the front door and hall the evidence of eclecticism is evident by the brass hound's head 
door knobs dated 1871, Russell and Erwin Manufacturing Company, located in Philadelphia, . 
Pennsylvania and the impressive large, massive Renaissance style door hinges - all indicative of 
Andrew's connection to the hardware business and the latest fashions. The Renaissance Revival 
style was fashionable with urban dwellers from the early 1860's to the mid 1880's and was 
popular to the end of the century in rural and less fashionable homes. This style was 
predominately executed on interior and furniture surfaces that are characterized by massive form, 
deeply carved ornament, cabochon decoration (a convex form applied decoration-center decoration 
of dining room mantle), portrait medallions, and caryatids (a draped female figure supporting an 
entablature). Examples of these design forms are found on the cast iron fence and posts, (is it 
General Grant or the newest fashion?), the cut glass patterns in the plate glass of the front and hall 
doors, newel post, hall and parlor Italian carrara marble mantels, and hall and parlor mirrors over 
the fireplaces. 


The tiles in the foyer are called “encaustic tiles" - a name used in England today to describe 
patterned tiles; plain ones are termed "geometric." These solid colored ones are typical of popular 
colors of the 1870s. 


Whatever material a house owner chose for the walls and ceiling of a room, standard rules 
determined color placement: ceiling lightest color, walls darker and woodwork darkest. This 
woodwork is grained to look like walnut. Many period advice books stated that graining was nota 
good surface coating because every scratch or mar revealed the color of the true wood. One of the 
most telling evidence of its fashion decline was written in a 1893 trade magazine where a painter- 
writer admitted that few painters could do grain as well as the painters two or three decades before. 
The grainer who did the Ryan house graining was a true master craftsman. The graining on the 
second floor woodwork is original and for the most part in much better condition than the first 
floor graining. We plan to restore the first floor graining. 


Parquet floors were "much in vogue" in English country houses. Laying parquet was very 
expensive so Charles Eastlake in his book Hints on Household Taste (1868) suggested using 
orate “parquetry floor borders" two to three feet wide around the perimeter of the room as in the 
Ryan House first floor public rooms (hall, parlor, Oak room). The plain centers could be accented 
by carpets (rugs-Oriental, bear skin, patterned). 


At the turn of the century, there was a call for simpler interiors re., the hall wallpaper. Gone was 
the tripartite division of walls by using a three foot high dado or wainscoting, the wallpaper and a 
frieze or cornice at the top. Although most wainscoting was only thirty six inches high, in some 
instances (in halls, dining rooms or libraries) it was as high as the doorway architraves (as in the 
oak room). 


The dining room wallpaper is Art Nouveau which evolved out of the Aesthetic Movement in the 
1890's. (William Morrison lead the style in England in 1860 and Charles Eastlake and Louis 
Tiffany made the style popular in America in the 1870's. The style introduced subdued colors and 
simpler designs in reaction to the gilt and bright colors of the mid-19th century). The design 
featured two principal variants; a profusion of sensuous curves which is popularly associated with 
the style and a more rectilinear form. It was promoted at the 1904 St. Louis Exposition, but was 
never popular in decorating except for accessories. The color schemes favored by Tiffany 
emphasized blues and greens. 


A clue that the hall wallpaper is a later time period than when the house was redecorated in 1885 is 
the way it is hung-no divided three part wall. Early twentieth century wall finishes included oil 
based paint, calcimine, paper, fabric embossed wallpaper materials: Lincrusta-Walton, a thick 
heavily embossed material; anaglypta, a thick embossed paper, and Tynecastle tapestry, canvas 
stiffened with glue and embossed when still wet. Its designs were in greater relief than Lincrusta. 
These types did not become popular until after 1887 when Lincrusta-Walton was invented and 
remained popular for a long period. They are still reproduced today. The hall paper is Lincrusta. 
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Tobin Cabin Finds Some 


Friends 
Another building has been adopted by a local 
_ group. The Annie Whitenmeyer Questers Group 
began working on a fall cleaning on the Tobin 
Cabin. They will be doing the same type of work as 
the Walnut Grove Questers Group has been doing 
on the Schaff Cabin. Not just cleaning, but also 
decorating for our Annual Christmas Walk. This is 
‘such a big pe and I really appreciate it. Thank 
YOu! na a 
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Working Together from the 5-card series “Times change...but Sgme,things never go out of style” © 1997 by the Johnson County Pesca Soca 
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Walnut Grove Questers #1251 
Walnut Grove Questers #1251, met inthe home 
of Jo Mattke for the Oct. 5 meeting. Fourteen 
members answered roll call with a doll or summer 
_ experience. 
Jo presented a very interesting and informative 
program on her beautiful and vast collection of 
_ antique dolls. 
President Betty Spies called the meeting to 
order and treasurer Carolyn Moon passed out.new 
* membership cards. Phyllis Green, state recording 
secretary, reported on Northwest Area Day held in 
Jefferson, lowa. Kathy Winters, our representative 
for State Day to be held April 8, 2000, reported on 
the committee progress. 
Next meeting will be held Monday, Nov. 1, 
/ 1999, at the home of Carolyn Moon. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH "ANNUAL 
SOUTHEAST. IOWA QUESTERS /AREA MEETING 
Saturday, October eth ea) 
Si ; 
United Presbyterian Church 
209 East Main St. 
re Washington, lowa 








Hostess Chapters:. 
Chilcote, Log Cabin, and Martha Washington 


8:30 - 9: 15 Registration and Coffee ; 
9:30 - 12:00 Seminars running co neurently. Everyone attending aii four. 


1. “Aprons, Pajamas, Quilts, and Chicken Feed’, a display and sy of the history of 
Sa sacks - Mike Zahs #32" - 
See Married", wedding gowns, accessories, and customs - Margaret Wolf 
. "Grandma's Sewing Basket’, an éntertaining story of buttons - Sharon Hahn 
4 "ant Bobbins", display and history of old bobbins - Jackle Greiner 


12: 15 - Luncheon: “Short business meeting and door prizes 






AFTERNOON The’ following’ ‘places will ‘be’ open ‘for tours: is 
°? ‘Brad and-Pat Goff's 112 year old home has some original fixtures, many primitives,” 
and a treasury of collectibles. 
2, Richard and Robin Gilmore's 1887 restored Victorian Bed and Breakfast features 
original brass and copper light fixtures and beautifully hand painted ceiling medallions. 
3. Weldon and Marilyn Whitendck's three story Victorian home of the brick boulevard 
- featuring a display of dolls, jewelry, hankies, and aprons. | 
4, Conger House Is a display of period rooms depicting the graceful living of three 
prominent Washington families beginning in 1847. 
_5. The Log Cabin was built In 1840 and moved to Sunset Park Where It now stands. 
“Iti is fumlshed true to the period. While there, view the attractive flower ; 
= green and gazebo. 
6. Shopping in our local antique shops. : \ 





Don't forget to bring something, with price marked, for the Treat and Treasure table. 































N alnut Grave Questers 
| The November meeting of the Walnut Gare 
. esters #1251 was held on/Monday, Nov. 1, atthe 
home of Carolyn Moon. After aluscious brunch, all 
embers answered roll call with the name and a_ 
pi iece of cut glass or a memory about one. During 
; : e business meeting, it was noted that monies were 4 
earmarked to pay for the windows of the Schaff , 
“cabin at Walnut Grove, Scott County Park. Carolyn 
presented a very informative program on Brilliant 
“Cut Glass. The next meeting will be Dec. 6 at the 
(home: of ‘Betty Spies. 
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Betty Claussen, Betty Spies and Phyllis Green 
trimming the tree. 
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The regular meeting of the Walnut Grove | 
jQuesters #1251 was held on Monday, Dec. 6, at the 
ihome of Betty Spies. Roll call was share or wear 
some item from the pioneer era. One member was 
absent. After a brief business meeting and a boun- 
itiful brunch of Christmas favorites, Betty presented 
jher program on “Pioneer Christmas Traditions.” 
face a Christmas gift exchange all agreed the next" 
jmeeting is to be held Jan. 4, at the home of Kathy 
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}, Walnut Grove Questers 

1; The Walcott Grove Questers #1251 met Jan. 4, 

4) at the home of Kathy Winters, Bettendorf. There 

were eight members present. 

t| __ Kathy Winters presented the programonFrench 

}) dolls. She pointed out the exquisite details that 
| make French dolls so unique. She gave us the 

|; Names of the most important doll makers and how 

|| toidentify their work. ; 





| Sandy Evoy. 


fi The next meeting will be Feb. , at the home of 
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_ Walnut Grove Questers #1251 
} The February meeting of the Walnut Grove 
Al ‘Questers #125] was held at the Hickory Gardens 1 
Restaurant with Sandy Evoy. as hostess. Twelve 
‘Members and one guest were present. Past minutes 
Were read and approved. Treasurer Carolyn Moon 
{|| #Sent a check for $500 to the Scott County Conser- 
i | | /,vation Board forreplacement windowsinthe Schaff 
‘) JCabin at the Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Pioneer 
aie Village. After a short business meeting, a program 
onbells was presented by Sandy Evoy. Bells forthe 
| Program were provided by Annie Figg, our guest. 
' “Yearly dues of $20 are due at the March or April 
Meeting. SEE NES 
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Questers State Day 


Rock Island Arsenal 


April 1, 2000 





We Want You! 


34th Annual State Questers Day 


April 1, 2000 


Officers’ Club 
Rock Island Arsenal 


Host Chapters 


Annie Wittenmyer #737 
Brownlie Sod House #1229 
Duck Creek #570 
Gleaners #387 
Illowa #581 
Pearls of Wisdom #1186 
Walnut Grove #1251 





Program 


8:30 — 9:15 AM — Registration, Coffee, 
Displays open 


9:15 -— 10:15 AM - State Council Meeting — Caisson Room 
(All are encouraged to attend) 


7 


10:15 = 10:30 AM — Break F ~ 


10:30 — 11:00 AM — Seminar I — Heritage Hall 

“The History of the Rock Island Arsenal” — Kris Leinicke 

Kris is the Director of the Arsenal Museum. She will use her knowledge to bring 
together artifacts and history of the Rock Island Arsenal and tell us about people 
who lived and worked on the Island. 


11:00 — 11:25 AM - Seminar II 

“Recapturing the Davenport Lifestyle” —- Gena Schantz 

Gena is a research historian and one of the founders of the Colonel Davenport 
Historical Foundation. She is currently writing a biography of George Davenport. 
Gena will address the problem of every house museum — how to remember it as if 
it’s historical figure were still alive. She will talk about the Davenport family and 
the everyday roles they played, particularly at the time when Fort Armstrong was the 
social center of the Rock River area and they were engaged in the Indian trade. 


11:25 — 11:45 AM — Seminar III 

“Uncle Sam’s Heritage” — Heather Shoppa 

Heather, an antique dealer in Muscatine for the past twelve years and owner of a 
multi-dealer shop, is.an avid holiday decorations collector. She will discuss Uncle 
Sam’s heritage and his future as a collectable. Uncle Sam has been an American 
Icon since the War of 1812. His unmistakable striped pants and star-spangled hat 
are recognizable worldwide. He is our nation’s favorite uncle, and yet what do we 
know about his background? : 


12 Noon —1:30 PM - Luncheon 
Welcome, Introductions, Business Meeting, and Door Prizes 


Following the luncheon, you are invited to visit area attractions and antique shops. 
Enjoy! z 





A Collector's Lament 


Welcome to my house. It is a tight fit. 
I'm glad that you all found a place to sit! 
1am a collector, that you can see, 

And each little treasure 

Means something to me. 


My husband Sid used to say, 
“If something comes in, 

then something goes out.” 
But | didn't understand 

What THAT was all about! 


Well, now | am inundated 
With all kinds of stuff, 

And I'm almost to the point 
Where enough is enough.! 


But to get rid of things, 
Just where do you start, 
When each little treasure 
Is dear to one's heart? 
Old things get tossed 
When new things come along, 
Often sold at garage sales for only a song 
‘ 
But — who wouldn't like to have Great-grandmother's spoon, 
Or her plate with the cow jumping over the moon? 
Or your grandmother's doll with the porcelain head, 
Or your father's handmade wooden sled? 


My heart skips a beat, é 

As | drive down the street, and an antique store sign | spy. 
| go in to just look 

At maybe Haviland or a book, 

And | ALWAYS find something to buy. 


Antique-itis it is called. 
Itis a disease. 

If there is a cure, 
Then cure me please. 


O : - Marilyn Gibson 
Illowa Questers #581 
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As the 1700s gave way to the 1800s, the land along 
this unique east-west stretch of the Mississippi River 
was on the frontier of the United States in its teen 
years. But it was the homeland for native Americans 
as well: Sac, Fox, and Pottawatamie tribes. 

Into that setting, in 1816, stepped George 
Davenport. With his arrival; the transition of the area 
began — from frontier to formation of still-existing 
communities. 

You can, with a visit to the Col: Davenport House 
on Arsenal Island, experience a time-warp back to 
those frontier days. Relive the reasons the War of 1812 
brought Davenport and the U.S. Army to the island to 
build a fort. Share Davenport's successful fur-trading 
relations with local tribes — and some near hair- 
raising brushes he had with a renegade band: 
Anguish with him over the breakdown of friendly 
relations with the tribes — and the war with Chief 
Blackhawk’s band — as “Manifest Destiny” became 
federal government policy. Rebound with him as he 
invests his fur trade fortune in the development of 
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Admission: *Parents with minor children $7.00 
adults $ $1.00 
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Davenport, Iowa from the air with Rock Island 
Arsenal Island where the Questers State Day was 
held on April 1, 2000. 





Our own Betty Spies was Chairman for the 
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Kathy Winters and her display of beautiful dolls. 
She was also our representative on the planning 
committee for the State Day. 





Later in the day some of the group toured 
Walnut Grove Pioneer Village. 
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April 25, 2000 - Clean-up day at Schaff cabin. 
We always have a good time and we're so proud of 
the way it looks when we leave. 





A Collector's Lament 


Welcome to my house. It is a tight fit. 
I'm glad that you all found a place to sit! 
1am a collector, that you can see, 

And each little treasure 

Means something to me. 


My husband Sid used to say, 
“If something comes in, 

then something goes out.” 
But | didn't understand 

What THAT was all about! 


Well, now | am inundated 
With all kinds of stuff, 

And I'm almost to the point 
Where enough is enough.! 


But to get rid of things, 
Just where do you start, 
When each little treasure 
Is dear to one's heart? 
Old things get tossed 
When new things come along, 
Often sold at garage sales for only a song 
‘ 
But — who wouldn't like to have Great-grandmother's spoon, 
Or her plate with the cow jumping over the moon? 
Or your grandmother's doll with the porcelain head, 
Or your father's handmade wooden sled? 


My heart skips a beat, é 

As | drive down the street, and an antique store sign | spy. 
| go in to just look 

At maybe Haviland or a book, 

And | ALWAYS find something to buy. 


Antique-itis it is called. 
Itis a disease. 

If there is a cure, 
Then cure me please. 


O : - Marilyn Gibson 
Illowa Questers #581 








Phyllis Green installed the new officers. 
Dorothy Lage is our President, Sue Hill, Vice- 
President, Sandy Evoy, Secretary, Kathy Winters, 
Treasurer, and Bernice Meier, Historian. 





Kectag, Seeree Ce BAOCGO 
C2ZZZ Grete chrece 


Ee a 





NOLL FE on, Sak, LS 











aap ae Se ido 











EEE Sin Pi 








ee 








oF 30 _ harcthad, Sa 








 GGOE.. Ls 





























Pe The a pe i 





i ea / YF. SS 

























[LOE DI 





ate dd 
WH D6O Bi Deitledin 
YG Ee Diba 











STATE 
PARK 


WILDCAT DEN 


, Ayuno> euyeosnyy 
ul sjods anbsainjo1d 
JSOUI 94} JO 9u0,, 

jo uoerqayao 

pue uoyjeasesaid 
“U01}210}Sa1 BY} UT UTO! 
0} NOA azAul Freq 
9}E}S USC JEOPTIM 

UI pazedO] “TIAL SUD 
YaaID sul Jo spuarj 


eee eee aes er eee eseer sere ereesesesseee 





1884 Wildcat Den Rd. 
Muscatine, lowa 52761 


ee eT RT 


Telephone 319/263-4337 











ry 
= 
= 

& 
* 
= 
= 








WHAT?’S IN THE NAME OF WALNUT GROVE #1251 


In 1994 Cherry Sparks, International President, came to help us organize the 
Walnut Grove Questers #1251. Our Chapter’s 15 members are from the city, the country, 
and small towns in Scott County. We meet at 9:00 a.m., the first Tuesday of every month 
from October thru June. 


When searching for a name to call our new Chapter, we decided on Walnut Grove 
because the development and preservation of this historic village met our quester goals. 
Our Walnut Grove Chapter devotes many volunteer hours toward the upkeep of the 
Schaff cabin (c. 1837), located in the Walnut Grove Village in Scott County, Iowa. We 
clean the cabin in the spring and fall, scrubbing the floors and windows, cleaning the 
fireplace, washing the curtains and planting flowers around the foundation. At Christmas 
we decorate the cabin for the Village Annual Christmas Walk. 


This cabin will be less drafty and alot brighter as a result of 5 new windows 
installed in early March by the Scott County Park employees. This wonderful happening 
was made possible by the Preservation and Restoration Grant of $500.00 to the Walnut 
Grove Chapter #1251 at State Day in 1999. 


The Schaff Cabin was home for a pioneer family of six. They cooked, worked, 
and slept in the cabin’s single room. The hand hewn logs were chinked with a mixture of 
clay and glass. The Schaff cabin is a Working Cabin regiularly used for school groups 
and events. 


Walnut Grove has recently been re-named The Dan Nagle Walnut Grove Village. 


Nola Edwards, Iowa's Quester President, has 
taken on the project of compiling a book which 
tells the background of each Quester Chapter in 
the state. 


Betty Spies submitted the above article and 
the following page for use in the book. 


WALNUT GROVE #1251 


Walnut Grove, once a cross-roads settlement and stage coach stop, has become 
the Walnut Grove Pioneer Village. The village is located on the north side of Scott 
County Park. The idea of a pioneer village blossomed because of the Butler #2 School 
and the Blacksmith Shop, both still existed on their original sites. The village now 
encompasses 3 acres and 18 historic buildings, relocated from endangered sites 
throughout rural Scott County. 


The Ehler’s Blacksmith Shop was 
built in 1860. The original north portion 
of the shop has a reconstructed brick forge 
complete with bellows. On special events 
throughout the year, local families and 
tourists can see the blacksmith operating 
the forge. 





A major attraction of the village is the Olde 
St. Ann’s Church. The original church was built 
in 1853, by a Catholic parish which included Walnut 
Grove and dozens of pioneer farm families. The 
present church was built in 1870 and moved from its 
original site to the Walnut Grove Pioneer Village 
in 1985. The church continues to provide a 
beautiful setting for weddings, anniversaries, and 
other special occasions. 





The two restored cabins in the 
pioneer village are the Tobin and Schaff 
Cabins. Our Chapter will devote our 
project efforts to the Schaff log cabin. 
The cabin was built in 1837 of hand-hewn 
logs. The cracks were filled with a mixture 
of clay and grass called “chinking”. This 
cabin was donated by Mr.and Mrs. Schaff. 
In 1978. the cabin was moved from Dixon, 
Iowa, to theWalnut Grove village. A family 
of six cooked, worked, and slept in the cabin’s 
single room. The cabin is a Working Cabin 
regularly used for school groups and events. 





Other attractions include a bank, a train depot, barber shop, doctor/dentist office, 
telephone office, general store, a working Apothecary Shop with a soda fountain and a 
saloon. The village, open all year to the public, is enjoyed by school children, local 


families and tourists. 
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